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Per Metropolitan Water 
District…

Since 1990, Southern California 
consumers have reduced their 
use of water by 41 percent…

…from 220 gallons per person 
per day to 129 gallons in 2021 



What More Can Be Done?
New in 2023



Banning NFT
nonfungible tokens(Non-Functional Turf)

 Regulatory Rulemaking for SB 606/AB 1668

 Assembly Bill 1572 (Friedman) Potable 
water: nonfunctional turf

 Governor’s State of Emergency

 Incentives: Rebates and More…



Moderator’s Note: Recycling is Conserving Indoor Water Uses



Lessons from the Field
Scott Kleinrock



Lessons from the Field
Scott Kleinrock



Main barriers to increased installation of 
low-water residential landscapes

• Inspiration

• Design

• Information

• Time 

• Cost

• Who to hire?



More people than ever are thinking about getting rid of their 
lawns

But MANY will still be the first 
on their block to do so



“What’s next?”



Free workshops: cbwcd.org/workshops

http://cbwcd.org/waterwiseworkshops


• Website: Waterwise Garden Planner - waterwisegardenplanner.org

http://waterwisegardenplanner.org/


YouTube channel: cbwcd.org/youtube

http://cbwcd.org/youtube


waterwisegardenplanner.org

People SELF 
REPORT that 
design is the most 
frequent barrier….
.
And they asked for help 
understanding how to 
assemble something that is not 
a jumble of random plants

.
…so we made this



Helping them find the vision

Landscape design examples 
that will be easy to emulate 
or that they can hand 
directly to a landscape 
contractor who understands 
waterwise plants.













waterwisegardenplanner.org

http://waterwisegardenplanner.org/




Demonstration garden and public park
Three acres of demonstration landscapes open Mon-Sat in Montclair



A matching interpretive 
experience



With Enhanced Online Resources



“Where can I find someone 
to hire?”



Certified CA Native Plant 
Landscaper Certificate
In collaboration with Theodore Payne Foundation and the California Native 
Plant Society



Online Job 
Portal 

• Connects community 
members and professionals 
while allowing CBWCD to 
stay out of contractor 
recommendations



Do Low Water Demand Plants = 
A Low Water Use Landscape? 



Free Sprinkler Checkup Program / 
Water Efficiency Consultations

cbwcd.org/consultation



Personalized reports from site collected and water use data







Recent consultation 
for an HOA’s ”Low 
Water” Landscape

Landscape zones post turf 
replacement were being 
watered during a cool 
spring at 337% of our 
recommended July 
watering schedule for 
those zones

Current Schedule

Recommended Schedule



links referenced in 
presentation:
waterwisegardenplanner.org
cbwcd.org/youtube
cbwcd.org
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Renovating a 1930 Bungalow 
Mary Welday



Before



After
Winner of Cucamonga 
Valley Water District’s 
Landscape Contest (2021)



HOA Education & Water Savings Programs

August 11, 2023



H2O for HOAs



More HOA Education & Water 
Savings Programs
• H2O Pro Water Management Program

• Professional Landscaper Trainings

• Turf Removal & Pilot Stacked Incentive

• Numerous Water Savings Rebates

• MNWD Demonstration Garden

• Recycled Water

 



Contact Us
Name: Lindsey Stuvick

Email: lstuvick@mnwd.com
Phone: 949-831-2500

www.mnwd.com
26161 Gordon Rd., Laguna Hills, CA 92653

FOLLOW US ONLINE!



Discussion 
Wrap Up

• Conservation Improves 
Resilience Against 
Drought

• New Legislation 
Banning NFT Irrigation 
in CII Properties – 
Enforcement 
Challenges

• The Cost of Making 
Conservation a 
California Way of Life 
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